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WITHNELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  0 


ANNUAL  REPO 


To  the  Chairman  ancl  Members  of  the 
WITHH3LL  IJHBxhl  DISTRICT  COITKCIL. 


Mr .  Chai rma n  and  Gentle me n , 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 


and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  of  Withnell 
year  ended  31st  December,  1955, 


’or  the 


n* 

CD 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  your  District  durin 
1955  is  41,  four  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  giving  a  birth  rate 
of  14,5  per  1,000  population, 

xhe  number  of  deaths  Is  56,  an  increase  of  24-  on  the  previous 
year's  figure.  The:  rate  per  1,000  Is  19,8,  This  increase  was  due  mainly 
to  a  greater  number  of  deaths  from  heart  disease  in  its  various  forms, 

35  deaths  in  all  being  attributable  to  this  cause. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  there  were  no  deaths  connected 
v;Ith  child  birth  or  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  during  1955, 

The  number  of  notify  cations  of  Infectious  disease  during 
the  year  was  very  small  and  there  were  no  outbreaks  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease. 

Unfortunately  no  further  progress  was  made  with  the  scheme 
for  the  more  efficient  treatment  of  water  supplies  during  the  year  under 
review.  However,  the  drinking  water  continues  to  be  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  position. 

The  return  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  ;  ct  showed  that, provisional! 
65  houses  in  the  District  were  totally  unfit  and  would  require  demolition 
during  the  next  five  years,  Efforts  are  being  made  to  acquire  land  for 
building  purposes  to  rehouse  families  affected  by  this  clearance 
programme • 

Improvements  and  repairs  to  Brins call  Sewage  Works  have  been 
carried  out,,  and  those  together  with  further  improvements  in  1956  will 
enable  the  greater  part  of  Withnoll  Sewage  to  be  diverted  tovtbp  Brins  call 
Works .  This  will  give  much-needed  relief  to  the  Abbey  Village  Works, 

Other  matters  regarding  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  are  dealt 
with  in  the  Report  and  re  quire  no  special  comments  by  mo. 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
for  the  kind  consideration  given  to  Dr.  Doherty  and  myself  at  all  times* 

My  thanks  are  also  duo  to  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for 
their  willing  o-o -op orations , 

J.  WALKER. 


D  ivisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


' 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CO  I DIT I ONS_  OF_  IKE^AREA  * 

SECT iOII  A. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  4,190  acres.  The  population 
figure  at  the  1931  Census  was  3,040.  Tor  ISSo  the  Registrar  General 
calculated  the  population  as  2,330. 

The  rateable  value  was  £14,260  and  a  penny  rate  produced 

The  chief  industries  are  Paper  hairing.  Quarrying,  ana  a  .... 

Saw  Mill  and  Cotton  Mills.  There  has  been  no  change  in  social  conditions. 


VITAL  STATISTICS . 
Female 


BIRTHS.  Male 

1 •  LIVE  BIRTHS . 

Legitimate  19 

Illegitimate  NIL 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  Crude  lo.o 
Adjusted  IS. 2 


Total 


21 


1 


40 

1 


2 •  STILL  BIRTHS . 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


MIL 

MIL 


Rate  per  1,000  TOTAL  Births  47 
DEATHS  Male 


1.  ALL CAUSES 


36 


2 

NIL 

Female 

20 


2 

HIL 

Total. 

56 


Death  Rate  per  1,00  estimated  population  Crude  19. o 
Adjusted  19,4 

2.  RESPIRATORY. T. B. 

- — —  ~~  RIL  HIL 

Rato  per  1,000  estimated  population  0. i 1 

3.  MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS . 

RATE  per  1,000  estimated  population  1.77 


HIL 


4.  MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 
Pregnancy,*  chi  l&irth. 
abortion 

Rato  per  1,000  TOT-AL  Births  LiL 
5  •  IHF;-AfTILL  MORTL  LITY , 


HIL 


HIL 


A.  Under  one  year 
Legitimate 


o* 


NIL 

Illegitimate  HIL 

Rato  per  1,000  LIVE  Births 
b.  Under  Four  Weeks 


Legitimate 


NIL 

Illegitimate  H’lL 

Rato  per  1,000  LIVE  Births 


HIL 

NIL 


NIL. 


NIL 

nil 


rIL 


NIL 

HIL 


NIL 

HIL 
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COMPARABILITY  FACTORS . 

1.12 

0.98 


BIRTHS 

DEATHS 


COMPARATIVE 


TABLE  OP  VITAL  statistics 
(CRUDE  RATES) 
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14.5  j 

56 

19.5 

1954 

37 

13.0  : 

32 

J-  JL-  •  O 

1953 

;  32 

to 

« 

i — 1 
! - 1 

34 

I — 1 

02 

H 

1952 

;  44 

15.6  j 

35 

|  12.4 

1951 

j  40 

14.1  j 

53 

|  18.7 

1950 

51 

17.8  : 

41 

;  14.3 

2  | 

47 

NIL 

|  NIL 

P 

H 

l-v* 

nil; 

NIL 

NIL 

nil; 

NIL 

NIL 

|  NIL 

|  NIL  | 

NIL 

NIL: 

NIL 

NIL 

|  NIL 

|  1  ! 

31; 

NIL 

NIL 

1 

22 

NIL 

]  NIL 

1  1 : 

25 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

!  NIL 

|  1 1 

25 

NIL 

BIL 

1 

19 

NIL 
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ADJUSTED  Live  Birth 
ADJUSTED  Death  Rate 


Rate  (comparability  factor 
(comparability  factor  0.9 8) 


1.12)  IS. 2  per  1,000 
19.4  per  1,000. 


(2) 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30288071 
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ANALYSIS  OP 


n  T  'Q'iT1  r  -T* 


Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total, 

1. 

Tuberculosis ,  Respiratory 

2 

0 

2 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

O 

Cf 

0 

2 

14* 

Other  Malignant  c:  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

2 

1 

3 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

O 

3 

17. 

Vascular  Les  ons  of  Nervous  System 

9 

7 

16 

13. 

Coronary  Di s e a s e ,  .■  -.ng i na 

3 

0 

3 

19. 

Hypertensions  with  Heart  Disease 

O 

0 

2 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

5 

5 

10 

21 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

o 

1 

4 

22, 

Influenza 

1 

0 

1 

25. 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

3 

27, 

Gastric  Ante  r  it  is  ...  Diarrhoea 

0 

1 

1 

28 . 

Nephritis  &  Nephrosis 

0 

1 

1 

32. 

Other  Defined  -  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

2 

1 

3 

f*  ry 

oo  • 

Motor  Vehicle  ,..cci dents 

1 

0 

1 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

0 

1 

All 

Causes 

36 

...20.. 

56 

SECTION  B .  G-ENER,  L  PROVISION  Olg  KXJCTH. 

Nodical  Officer  of  Healths-  J.  Walker, M.B, ,  C.H.B,  ,L.D.S.  ,D.P  .H. ,  D.P.D., 

Other  Public  i tpp  o  i  nt mp n  ts _ , 

M ,  0 ,  H ,  (Jho  r le  y  Bo  rough , 

M.O.K.  Le  viand  TJ.D.C. 

M .  0  .  H .  Lo  ng ridge  LT  *  D .  C  • 

K.O.H.  Preston  R.  D.C, 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health  Division  No *4* 


Sanitary  inspe ctor: 


Rg  g i na  3d.  3a  rice  r  H  a  11, 
a  a art  time  of floor  holding 


the  appoi  nt  mo  .at 


of  surveyor. 


Remuneration 


No  other  Public  Health  Officers  held  office  during  1955, 
L. .  BORATORY  SERVI  CDS  . 


The  Laboratory  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  was  available 
for  the  examination  of  specimens  for  the  diagnosis  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  and  for  pathology  cal  specimens  for  ordinary  disease. 

Similar  use  of  this  laboratory  was  made  for  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  s- itp3.es  of  milk,  water  and  ice  cream  etc, 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Provided  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council  ,-mbulanco 
Service  (Chorley  Depot)  -  Telephone  Chorlcy  2744. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOKE. 

There  is  one  District  Nurse  practising  in  the  area. 

She  is  N  urse  K,  Anderson,  12,  Queen’s  Way,  Brinsca.;.!  Hr.  Chorley. 

TREATMENT  CLINIC  FOR  SCHOOL  C^LDKSR. 

The  “Minor  Ailment"  Clinic  is  held  at  20,  St  .Thomas !  s 
Road,  Chorley  each  Monday  at  10,50  a ,m» 

Ancillary  Schoo3_  Clinics  (Orthopaedic,  Dent  a  3.  and  Eye  etc.)  are  held 
at  Chorley  and  attended  by  Practitioners  of  spccia3J.st  Status, 
attendances  by  appointment  via  School, Medical  Staff. 

CINCST_CLniIG* 

The  Chest  Clinic  is  at  34,  .at  .Thomas  *  s  Road,  Chorley, 

The  Chest  Physician  attends  each  T'-’UPsday  at  10  a.m.  This  U3.ini c  is  a 
consultant  Clinic  for  all  chest  conditions. 

mm  lOSEASE  OLINICSjg 

Held  at  Chorley  and  District  Hospital,  Wigan  Infirmary, 
and  Bolton  Infirmary. 

HOSPIT-  vL  FACILITIES . 

For  non-inf ectious  cases  -  Chorley  and  District  Hospital, 
Preston  Infirmary,  Blackburn  Royal  Infirmary  am.:.  .vharoo  Dreon. 

For  infoctious  cases  -  Isolation  Hospital,  Eoath  Che. mock, 

Smallpnx  -  Smallpox  Hospital  at  .  .ins  worth,  hr.  Bury. 

Tuberculosis  -  Sanitorium  (50  beds  at  Isolation  Hospital,  Heath  Char  nock) 
All  administered  by  Manchester  Regional  Eos  dt 
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COUNTY  EE.  3jTII^  ;  1TD  j^SRVIGjSS  . 

These  Services  are  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 
Domiciliary  Facilities . 


mv 


Chore  is  one  D  istrict  Nurse ,  Midwife,  Miss.  Li.  Ando rt on, 
12,  Queen’s  Way,  Brins  call,  Hr .  Chorley  Telephone  Brins  call  227 
employed  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council  practising  in  this  area* 


Ante -Fatal  Clinics  &  Post  1  a  t  a  .STeniL9il* 


These  Clinics  arc  held  on  Fridays  (at  10  a.m. )  at  2-4  St. Thomas's 
Road  Chorley .  The y  are  attended  by  a  consultant  obs i-etric-ian. 

No  appointment  is  necessary  for  the  first  visit. 


Mate  rnity  Bed s_v 


The  available  accommodation  at  thoriey  is  as  j.ollows ;  - • 
Chorley  and  district  Hospital, 

Daves  Lane  Hospital  Chorley. 


Gh i  Id  W e  1  f  a  re  Ce  nt  res. 


A  child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  fortnightly  (Tuesdays  2-4  p.m.) 
at  the  Withnell  Conservative  Club,  and  is  attended  fortnightly  by  a 
Medical  Officer  (Dr.  J.  Doherty)  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  as  well 
as  the  County  Health  Visitor. 

Ministry  of  Food  Welfare  Foods  and  other  propriety  baby  foods  may 
be  obtained  at  this  clinic. 


Health  Visitors. 


The  County’s  Health  Visitor  for  the  area  is  Nurse  Lamb  who 
is  available  to  give  advice  on  all  the  County  Health  ana  Welfare 
Services.  She  may  consulted  through  the  Divisional  0iij.ee, 

44,  Victoria  Road,  Fulwood,  Preston  (Telephone  Preston  77265). 


Home_  Ke  lp  s , 


.a  Home  Help  Service  in  cases  of  Sickness,  Maternity  or^Old 
Ape  is  available  in  the  area.  Applications  for  Home  Helps  should 
be  made  to  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  44,  Victoria  Roaa,  rulwood, 
Preston  (Telephone  Preston  77265) • 


TUBERCULOSIS . 


— • 

end 

The  number  of  persons  on  th 
o f  the  ye a r  was: - 

o  Tuber 

culosis  Regis 

tor  at  the 

# 

Types  of  Tube r culo sis. 

1955 

1954 

3.955  1952 

1951. 

Respiratory 

16 

16 

IS  16 

IB 

Non  Respiratory. 

NIL 

2 

5  4 

7 

and 

There  were  no  primary 
one  Death. 

not if ic 

d  L/  f .  o  n  £? 

(Respiratory) 

in  1954 

NSW  CnSSS  AND  MORTALITY  1955^ 


A geVPo  r I  ocT  v  ^  *" 


fears'.  .  New*  'Case  ’  Deaths. 

Re  s  pi  rat  o  ry .  Non  Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non  Respirator, 


T? 


20 

35 

55 

65 


.l  • 
1 


1  l « 


F. 


mV 


F. 
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2 


TOTAL 


•II 


NIT)  NIL  NIL 


NIL 
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HO  S  P I T  AT..  AGCO  LA  '0  j  A  .7101  -I 


Infectious  Diseases  wore  admitted  to  the  Joint  Hospital  at 
Ho  ath  Cha  mo  ck  ♦ 

Smallpox  cases  -  there  wore  none  -  vi/ouAd  bo  admitted  to  tne 
Ainsv/orth  Hospital  at  Bury. 

iCL- LYSIS  0?  CASHS  OF  INP33CTIOITS  DISSUSE. 
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Small  pox 

NIL: 

j  •  !  i  :  |  j 

Scarlet  Fever  ! 

•  4 

3. 

2  ;  1  j  j  j  j  | 

Dipthoria 

NIL 

Measles 

2 

2-  |  :  !■! 

Whooping  Cough  | 

1 

:  1 

n cut e  pneumonia  ( 

2 

1 

j  j  |  1  i  |  i  |  i 

Erysipelas 
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]  i  | 

Puerperal 
pyrexia  j 
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Poliomyelitis 
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INSPECTION  i. 


TT  ,•  TT” 


supervision  o:.'! 


...  ijuut 


Undo p  th&  Hllk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  lnst>octxo>i 
end  supervision  of  milk  production  is ^ now  t'ae^rosponsioility  o  ^ne 

ministry  of  ^--rl culture,  .visherios  _&na^ooa.  ^uo  .^c^.  --uv  •-  „  - 

responsible  for  tlio  cleanliness  .  nc  saiaty  ox  hlF  '  1 

district.  Five  samples  were  taken  -ad  Wire  s .vciai^cuory. 

I  *o  a  t  a  nd  0 1  h  e  r  F  o  o  d  s  , 


il  moat  during  the  voar  came  From  the  Central  ac^oo  in 
Blackburn  until  restrictions  ceased.  Iloat  is  no^brought  direct  as 
thoro  is  no  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  diseraci.. 


cases 


nninnod  meat,  frv.it  and  vegetables  wore  inspocbca  ana  m 
where  necessary  wore  voluntarily  surrendered  for  eonuemn&oion. 

No  Statutory  action  was  necessary. 

-  No  s-amjios  of  Ice  Cream  were  -anon  j.op  end-,  u,  i-i.-.i--  • - 

re  at  me  r.-.t )  lie  gnlat  ions , 

and  were  in  good  condition  during 


Ice  Ore am (Ke at 
Bakehouses . 


mho  year. 
Ttfateji?  Supply . 

Waterworks 


F i vo  ha ke h o u s e  s  e xi  s  t , 


Tbo  supply  is  obtained  from  uho 


Live rpoof  Corporation 


■r) 


ort  king  from  hithnell  Rcaorvoir  (upland  surface  sw 
928  dwelling  houses  and  an  ostima  -«a  popu.  am  o...  >- 

persons  are  supplied  with  this  water,  ,e  in  the 

15  bacteriological  examinations  o„  v-*~  a.  an 

year  of  these  12  wore  satisfactory  and  3  unsatisfactory,  nropoooc 
scheme  for  tbo  installation  of  l.:icro--strsmor  and  cnlorinu.o.  S1;f ' 
to  the  Kinistrv  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  wn.icn  has  aeon  ..e  -vov.Q 

in  principal.  30  dwellings  houses  -  estimated  population  90 

- There  were  throe  rope 


obatin  their  water  f rorn  private  supplies ,  -  -  norr  m^,..  m  v  has 

of  unsatisfactory  private  water  supplieo  aurr.n  'JU * 

been  cleared. 

^^L^^S'are  two  uowago  Disposal  Dorks  with  segment  tanks 

and  sprinkler  and  ono  Dorks  with  sot  .xeneh,  tanks  and  c“hffreas Without 
the  effluent  being  do.  o  with  by  l.  ne.  .rrigau.  .on,  J  V „  ft  „y,  «uc  a 
proper  drainage  systems  are  isolated  xurms  -no  px olij.^ou 


consider- ble  distance  from  any  sower. 
Closot  .r. c c omrno d a t i on  at  end^  ojy  I95J3. 


None 

96 

1 

904 


36 

845 


fresh  Water  Closets 


Privy  Hiddens 
Pail  Closets 
Dry  ashpits 
Move  able  .  -shbine 
W a  s  t  o  Wa  t  o  r  C  3.  o  s  o  t  s 
Fresh  Welter  Closets 

Houses  on  Water  carriage  sysuemF81 
Dumn^  the  year  19  Closets  wore  converted  to  _  _  . 

i-ao  Uiiuo  for  the  satisfactory  maintainance  of  drains  ana  closes  v 
the  owners  and  such  work  is  not  und  ertaken  oy  i-ao  boc~l  v.,-  i~  3* 

. .  The'  Volte  ct  ion  and  disposal  os  house  rexuse  w--  c-rr  ou^  ^ 

by  tbo  Council.  The  refuse  was  collected  by  motor  lor,y,  >  .  a  caspos^a 

of  by  controlled  tip  sing. 

Sanitary  inspect*.. ons  * 

d  for  defects  during 


The  number  of  inspections  for  nuisances 
was  78  end  24  found  to  be  defective , 


,3 

o 


these  wore 


oa  ooq 

_%  ITlxSZmLl  not  i  ce  f  wo  re  eorvedf  So' statutory  Notice,  were  served, 
and  there  were  no  legal  proceedings • 
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Housing  and  Housing  Conditions. 


Plainly  due  to  the  high  costs  of  repairs  in  relation 
to  the  market  value  of  tl  e  property  (mostly  old) ,  dx.  xiculcy  as  bein^ 
experienced  in  administering  the  roiova./c;  sections  ox  ehe  Housing  am  Public 
Health  *.ct, 

The  main  typo  of  house  in.  a  he  area  is  the  cottage  type 
huilt  in  rows  with  either  four  or  five  habiua.  sle  rooms. 

The  main  defects  are  defective  walls,  roofs,  gunners,  spouts  and  windows. 

Overcrowding  is  mainly  due  to  lodgers. 


There  are  five  inhabited  bad:  to  back  houses.  The r< 
are  no  inhabited  back  to  earth  houses. 


Fa c t o r io s _ and  V. I o rkshopjb*.. 


General  supervision  was  exorcised  over  the  sanitary 
conveniences  and  hygiene  of  the  twenty  two  factories  and  five  “o  trier 
promises registered  with  the  ’local  Authority.  Twenty  inspections  were 
made;  Two  smoko  observations  wore  made  and  were  satisfactory# 


Swimminm  Baths  and  ‘fool 


The  Council  owns  the  rub:  ic  Baths.  The  plunge  is  75  foot 

_  -  ~i _ 


by  25 

X  ‘  .y  O  ly  .  oil  PpOi-  0 

owned 

bat  ha , 

Daily 

tests  are  taken 

Three 

s  amp  1  e  s  were  t  a! 

satis. 

f actory . 

Clean 

Fo  od  G amp  a i  gn . 

rr  . — 

oo 

ve  a  r . 

Defects  discove 

a  re  v \ o  p  r i  v  a  t  o  1  y 


i  >.  1  e-s  G  j.  .1  ui  \i  v  ' 


sat  or  is  efficiently  chlorinated 
ana tvs is  and  f^und  to  be 


Lspoctions  of  food  premises  wore  .made  durin; 
d  v/e re  remedied  by  voluntary  actions. 

HOdS I HG_A GT , _  1949.1 SHT  GRAHTJ3  etc # 


notion  aur i ng  ye  a r 


Private 

Individuals 


Local 

Authorities . 


No. 'of  no. of  No. of  No. of 

s  chemo  nlh'jelhn-s  s  che no  hyoUings 
affected  afioofed. 


a)  Submitted  h3^  private  individuals  to 


.u .  i . , 


o 


3 


b) 


Submitted  by  L,,  .  to  Minister 

c)  Finding  approved  by  Minister 

d )  Work  comp lo t  ed 


NIL 


NIL 


o )  Additional  so  p a r a t c  dw e  1 1  i ng s  i n c ludo d  i n  d)  NI L 


NIL 


The  applications  approved  were  late  in  tho  year  and  we  re  not  completed 


a  a  a  be 


ear  unci. 
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HEW  LHG_ISL; .TI0 H . 

The  following  legislation  relative  to  the  work  of  Public  Health, 
Departments  was  enacted  during  the  gear. 

Public  Health  (Imported  Pood)  Regulations,  1937  and  IS  AC * 

allows  the  importation  of  certain  foods  from  Hungary  and  Yugoslavia. 

The  Slaughter  of  -nima Is  (Prevention  o£  p rue  1 1 v^) J _:_£no ndme nt) Regulations j  1955 

Provides  that  re qr.i rement  to  use  approved  casting;  pen  when  slaughtering 
by  Jewish  or  Mohammedan  method  applies  only  to  adult  cattle, 

The  Transf  er  of  Functions  (Poo chy  a ,nd  pjgugs)  Ord egg, _  19  55  , 

The  principal  effect  of  this  order  is  to  re -transfer  to  the  Minister  of 
Health  a  number  of  functions  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 

Mineral  Oil  in  Food  ( Amendment^ J^o/^ula tp ons^  1950. 

Allows  tho  presence  of  limited  quantities  of  micro -crystalline  wax 
in  chewing  gum  only. 

Labelling  of  Pood  (Amendment )  Hpj^uljatipns,  1955, 

Prohibiting  tho  use  of  any  name  or  pictorial  device  in  describing 
margarine  which  is  suggestive  of  butter  or  anything  connoctoa  with  tho 
dairy  interest.  Any  claim  that  margarine  contains  milk  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  statement  of  tho  butter  equivalent. 

Food  c.nd  Drugs  Act }  1955. 

An  iict  which  repeals  and  consolidates  much 
Drugs  legislation. 


of  t‘ 


previous  Food  and 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations^  IQ  up . 

Lays  down  detailed  standards  for  the  conduct  of  all  persons  engaged 
in  tho  food  industry;  for  the  protection  of  food  both  during  manufacture 
and  whilst  on  sale  and  increases  the  structural  standard  of  all  promises 
used  for  the  preparation  or  sale  of  food* 
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